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Please inform these pleaders that the High Court strongly disapproves
of their conduct.
To this the Sub-Judge appended the following hope:
The undersigned hopes that the pleaders will conform to the views
of the High Court herein expressed and that there would be no occasion
for the undersigned to enforce them in this Court.
Side by side with a discussion of matters of urgency, I do not
hesitate to occupy the space at my disposal for discussion of an
order which affects only a few pleaders. But the principle under-
lying this war against khadi caps is of the highest importance.
It shows how innocent but moral and economic movements are
attempted to be killed by their adversaries. Surely, the Chief
Justice outside his official position could not possibly take excep-
tion to a headgear which is accepted as respectable by thousands
of men all over India occupying a high station in life. Nor do
pleaders who adopt the national cap do so out of any disrespect
for the Court, but they do it out of respect for themselves and the
nation to which they belong. They do it because they do not wish to
conceal their religion or their politics, whichever way one regards the
adoption of the khadi cap. A man who does not respect himself
becomes menial. Are pleaders menials or officers of the High
Courts? Custodians as they claim to be of the people's liberty,
are they to submit to a deprivation of their own ? I understand
that Mr. Vaidya has decided to give up his practice, if he can-
not carry it on with dignity and self-respect. He has, therefore,
lodged a protest against the order, ceased to appear before the
Sub-Judge till the matter is decided in his favour. And I learn
further that the other members of the local Bar are also conferring
among themselves as to the steps to be taken for vindicating their
honour and freedom of action in the matter of dress. One does
hope that when pleaders are unable to suspend practice or students
to withdraw from Government schools and colleges, they will at
least put up a brave fight in order to sustain their own personal
honour even as the medical students of Vizagapatam have done.
KRIPALANI AND Co.
A telegram has been received from Batxaras advising me that
Professor Rripalani1 and fifteen members of his Ashram have been
i Acharya J. B. Kripaiani (b, 1888); took part in Ghamparan and Non-
co-operation movements; Lecturer, Benares Hindu University, 1918-20; started
Gandhi Ashram for khadi and village work in. 1920; Principal, Gujarat
Vidyapith, 1922-7; President, Indian National Congress, 1946